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AN ACT to amend the Belize Constitution, Chapter 4
of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000-2003, to
provide for the preventive detention of persons
associated with criminal activities in the interests of
public safety, peace and good order; to provide for
the protection of children from criminal conduct and
other anti-social behaviour; to provide for the
anonymity of witnesses and the admission of witness
statements into evidence at a criminal trial to ensure
the safety of witnesses;f"fo provide for trial wijhout
a jury in certain cases in criminal proceedings; to
clarify the provisions regarding the imposition and
execution of the death sentence for capital offences;
and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.
(Gazetted 14th April, 2011.)
BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent of
the House of Representatives and the Senate of Belize
and by the authority of the same, as follows:1. This Act may be cited as the
BELIZE CONSTITUTION (EIGHTH
AMENDMENT) ACT, 2011,
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construed as one with the Belize

Constitution which, as amended, is hereinafter referred to as
the Constitution.

2. Section 5 of the Constitution is hereby amended as
follows:.

(i)

in subsection (1), by adding the following new
paragraphs immediately after paragraph (j): "(k) under a law which makes reasonable
provisions in the interests of public safety,
peace and good order for the preventive
detention of persons who are suspected to
belong to criminal gangs or to have been
otherwise associated with criminal activities;
or
(I)

(ii)

under a law which makes reasonable
provisions for the protection of children
from criminal conduct or other anti-social
behaviour;

by inserting the following as new subsection (5 A)
immediately after subsection (5):-

"
(5 A)
Subsections (2) and (3) of this section
shall not apply to a person who is detained under a law
referred to in paragraph (k) or paragraph (1) of subsection
(l)ofthis section:
Provided that no person shall be detained under a
detention order made under a law referred to in paragraph
(k) of subsection (1) of this section for a period longer
than twenty-one days, but the initial detention order may
be extended for a further period not exceeding one month
by a Judge of the Supreme Court in Chambers on an ex
parte application made in that behalf."
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3. Section 6 of the Constitution is hereby amended in
subsection (10) thereof by repealing paragraph (b) and
replacing the same by the following:-

Araendment
of section 6.

"(b) subsection (2) or subsection 3 (e) of this section
to the extent that the law in question (i)

imposes reasonable conditions that must be
satisfied if witnesses called to testify on
behalf of an accused person are to be paid
their expenses out of public funds; or

(B)

provides for the anonymity of witnesses to
protect the safety of the witnesses or another
person or to prevent any damage to property;
or

(Hi) provides for the admission of witness
statements into evidence where a witness is
unwilling to give or to continue to give oral
evidence through fear of death or bodily
injury to him or to a member of his family,
or damage to his property; or
(iv)

provides for the testimony of witnesses by
video link or makes audio-visual recordings
of the evidence of witnesses admissible at
trial; or

(v)

provides for trial without a jury in certain
criminal cases; or".

4. Section 7 of the Constitution is hereby amended by
renumbering that section as subsection (1) and by adding
the following as subsections (2), (3) and (4):-
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4

Belize Constitution

[No.

(2) The imposition of a sentence of death by a court
on a person in respect of a criminal offence under the laws
of Belize or the execution of such a sentence by whatever
means (whether by hanging or other means) shall not be
held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this or
any other provision of this Constitution.
(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection
(2) and for the removal of doubts, the execution of a
sentence of death referred to in subsection (2) shall not be
held to be inconsistent with or in contravention of this or
any other provision of the Constitution on any grounds
whatsoever, including any, or any combination, of the
following grounds:
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(a)

a delay in the hearing or determination
of a charge for a capital offence;

(b)

a delay in executing the sentence of
death;

(c)

the conditions or arrangements under
which the person is held in prison, or
otherwise lawfully detained, pending
the execution of the sentence of death;
or

(d)

the effect of reading to the person, more
than once, a warrant for the execution
of the sentence of death passed on him.

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) above shall apply to a
person on whom the sentence of death is imposed on or
after the coming into force of the Belize Constitution
(Eighth Amendment) Act, 2011."
5. Section 8 of the Constitution is hereby amended in
subsection (3) thereof by adding the following new paragraph
(e) after paragraph (d): -
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"(e) any community service required of a person of or
above the age of sixteen years who is lawfully
detained under a law made in pursuance of
paragraph (k) or paragraph (1) of subsection (1)
of section 5 of this Constitution, as part of the
training of such person for gainful employment or
otherproductive activities."

6. This Act shall come into force on a day to be
appointed by the Prime Minister by Order published in the
Gazette and different days may be appointed for different
provisions of this Act or different aspects of the same
provision.
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